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Reading Packet 
 
Excerpts from Daniel Richter, Facing East from Indian Country: A Native History of Early 
America. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 203. pp. 201-206. 

 

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674011175
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674011175
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Group One 
 
Lee Francis, Weshoyot Alvitre, and Will Fenton, Ghost River: The Fall and Rise of the 
Conestoga. Albuquerque: Red Planet Books and Comics, 2019. 

 

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://redplanetbooksncomics.com/products/ghost-river-the-fall-and-rise-of-the-conestoga
https://redplanetbooksncomics.com/products/ghost-river-the-fall-and-rise-of-the-conestoga
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Penn Wampum Belt (1682 Shackamaxon treaty). Digital Paxton.

 
"History tells us that during this "Treaty of Amity and Friendship" between Penn and the 
American Indians, that an exchange of Wampum Belts took place. One such Wampum Belt 
came into the possession of the Atwater Kent Museum. The Wampum Belt that Granville Penn 
presented to the Pennsylvania Historical Society in 1857 is described by one account as follows: 
It is a belt of the largest size, and made with the neatest workmanship, which is generally found 
in such as are known to have been used in Councils, or in making treaties with the Indians. Its 
length is twenty-six inches, its breadth is nine inches, and it consists of eighteen strings woven 
together; it is formed entirely of small beads strung in rows, and made from pieces of clam or 
mussel shells. These form an entirely white ground: in the center there is a rude but striking 
representation, worked in dark violet beads, of two men - the one, somewhat the stouter, 
wearing a hat; the other, rather thinner, having an uncovered head; they stand erect, with their 
hands clasped together; there are three bands, also worked in dark violet beads, one at either 
end, the other about one-third the distance from one end, which may have reference to the 
parties to the treaty, or to the rivers Delaware, Schuylkill, and Susquehanna. 
 
The other Wampum Belt was kept by the American Indians. The Wampum Belts were to the 
American Indian what a written document would have been to the European. The Indians 
designated a tribal member to be responsible for remembering what treaties or agreements 
that they were signatories to. The Wampum Belt usually had some sort of imagery woven into 
it as a reminder of the specific agreement or treaty for the tribe. 
 
According to the historian C. Hale Sipe, the Great Treaty was preserved by the head chiefs of 
the Turtle Clan of Delawares for generations through the Wampum Belt that they kept. 
However, on March 24, 1782, Chief Killbuck is said to have lost the historic wampum containing 
the treaty that Tamanend and others had made with Penn a hundred years previously. The 
chief was forced to flee to Fort Pitt to escape death at the hands of some unruly Scotch-Irish 
settlers from Chartiers Creek, who attacked him and other friendly Delawares at Smoky Island, 
also called Killbuck's Island, in the Ohio River, near Fort Pitt. Chief Killbuck apparently lost the 
Wampum Belt during his escape to the fort." (Penn Treaty Museum) 
  

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/
http://digitalpaxton.org/works/digital-paxton/penn-wampum-belt-1682-shackamoxon-treaty?path=art
http://www.penntreatymuseum.org/treaty.php
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Guiding Questions: Penn Treaty Belt and Ghost River 
 

• What kind of source do these pages come from? 
 

• What is the origin of this source? How might the origin affect the content of the source? 
 

• Who is the audience for these pages from this graphic novel? How can you tell? 
 

• What is the artist trying to tell us about the relationships between the Conestoga and 
the British with these representations of discarded and broken wampum belts? 
 

• Analyze each panel on the page depicting the massacre. What is the effect of portraying 
the massacre through the lens of the broken wampum belt? 
 

• How does the information about Penn Treaty Belt help you to understand the 
symbolism of wampum in Ghost River? 
 

• If you could write a letter to the creators of Ghost River about their artistic choices, 
what would you tell them and why?  
 

• What questions does this cartoon raise for you about the relationship and reciprocity 
between the Conestoga, the Pennsylvania Quakers and the Scots-Irish settlers? 
 

• What thesis statement can you write about what wampum meant to both the settler 
colonists and Conestoga, based on these sources? 
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Group Two 
 
Lee Francis, Weshoyot Alvitre, and Will Fenton, Ghost River: The Fall and Rise of the 
Conestoga. Albuquerque: Red Planet Books and Comics, 2019. 

 
 

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://redplanetbooksncomics.com/products/ghost-river-the-fall-and-rise-of-the-conestoga
https://redplanetbooksncomics.com/products/ghost-river-the-fall-and-rise-of-the-conestoga
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James Claypoole, An Indian Squaw King Wampum Spies. Philadelphia, 1764. Digital Paxton. 
 
Verse: 
 King Wampum spies 
 Which makes his lustful passions rise 
 But while he doth a friendly Jobb 
 She dives her Hand into his Fob 
 And thence conveys as we are told 
 His Watch whose Cases were of Gold 
 
Description: 
"This print depicts political cartoon against the Quaker 
Government in light of the Paxton Massacre; King 
Wampum is Israel Pemberton, richest of Quaker Indian 
traders. "Israel Pemberton was a wealthy Quaker 
merchant who donated money to Moor's Indian Charity 
School on at least one occasion. After increasing his 
family's business empire in the 1730s and 1740s, 
Pemberton turned to philanthropy in the 1750s. In 
many ways, Moor's was an obvious target for 
Pemberton's philanthropic energies. His other interests 
included Quaker schools and Indian diplomacy 
(although Pemberton, like many Quakers, did not 
adhere to the stark delineation between savage and 
Christian that drove most Anglo-American 
missionaries). Pemberton was especially involved in 
distributing Quaker religious texts (he was a member of 
Benjamin Franklin's Library Company of Philadelphia" 
(Dartmouth). 
  

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/
http://digitalpaxton.org/works/digital-paxton/an-indian-squaw-king-wampum-spies
https://collections.dartmouth.edu/occom/html/ctx/personography/pers0874.ocp.html
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James Claypoole, An Indian Squaw King Wampum Spies. Philadelphia, 1764. Digital Paxton. 
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Guiding Questions: Indian Squaw King and Ghost River 
 

• What kind of source is this? 
 

• What is the origin of this source? How might the origin affect the content of the source? 
 

• What does "King Wampum" (Israel Pemberton) look like? What is he doing in the 
cartoon?  
 

• What is the "Indian Squaw" doing? How can you tell? 
 

• What inferences can you make about the message of the cartoon just from the visual 
details? 
 

• How does the verse help you to understand the cartoon? 
 

• What is the accusation implied? Who is King Wampum loyal to? 
 

• Who was the intended or unintended audience for this cartoon? 
 

• How does the background information help you to analyze the cartoon? 
 

• How do the pages from Ghost River complicate your understanding of the cartoon? 
 

• What questions does this cartoon raise for you about the relationship and reciprocity 
between the Conestoga, the Pennsylvania Quakers and the Scots-Irish settlers? 
 

• What thesis statement can you write about what wampum meant to both the settler 
colonists and Conestoga, based on these sources? 

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/

